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combat planes in this series.

B-24 J LIBERATOR

Produced in larger numbers than any other American aircraft, the Liberator had a long and distinguished career with the U.S. and Allied forces.
Never as glamorous a machine as the B-17 Fortress with which it shared the daylight heavy bombing, the B-24 was even more versatile and was
used as transport, a tanker, reconnaissance and anti-submarine bomber and for maritime reconnaissance in addition to its normal purpose.

The design of the Liberator began in 1939 and the prototype XB-24 flew in December of the same year. Range was one of the main aims of the
designers and instrumental in achieving this was the high aspect ratio Davis wing, the unusual form of which gave the maximum space for fuel.

By the time of the first flight the Liberator had already been ordered by the U.S.A. and France and in 1940 the R.A.F. ordered 164. Development
of the first aircraft continued in 1940 and in January 1941 the first of the R.A.F. bombers was delivered. The first R.A.F. aircraft were not how-
ever employed in the bombing role but as transport, their great range making possible non-stop flights across the Atlantic by B.0.A.C. and the
Trans-Atlantic Return Ferry Service.

The next batch of Liberators arrived in mid-1941 and were modified for use by Coastal Command, where their long range and useful load made
them an obvious choice. These aircraft were equipped with radar and a gun pack containing four 20 mm cannon was fitted beneath the nose. .~

In June 1941 the U.S.A.A.F. received its first B-24 A's: these also were used mainly in the transport role, but at the same time bomber develop-
ment was continuing and the first major production variant, the B-24 D, appeared. 2,425 B-24 D's were produced not only by Consolidated, but also
by Douglas and the Ford Motor Company at an enormous new plant at Willow Run. B-24 D's were used in large quantities by the R.A.F. Coastal
Command but the majority went to the U.S.A.A.F., initially in the Middle East and England. On August 1st, 1943, B24’s carried out their cata-
strophic raid on the oilfields at Ploesti; of the 177 that set out 57 were lost and the remainder scattered all over the Middle East. More success
was being achieved in the Pacific, where the Liberator was the supreme heavy bomber until the appearance of the B-29 Superfortress in 1944.

The Liberator version which was built in the largest numbers of all was the B-24 J, 6,678 of these being constructed, 1,200 of which went to
the R.A.F.

The B-24 J which is the subject of the model is one of the bombers operated by the 392nd Bombardment Group of the Second Air Division of the
U.S. 8th Air Force based in England from 1942 until 1945.

When the last Liberator was completed in May 1945, a total of 18,188 B-24"s had been produced by Consolidated, Douglas, Ford and the North
American Aviation Company.

The B-24 J Liberator was powered by four Pratt & Whitney R-1830 engines, each of 1,200 h.p., giving a maximum speed of 300 m.p.h. and a
range of 1,700 miles with bomb load. Defensive armament consisted of the 0.5 in. machine guns and bomb load varied up to a maximum of 12,800
Ib.

Wing span was 110 ft. and length 67 ft. 2 in.

All Airfix Aircraft Construction Kits in series (1, 2, 3, 4 & 5) are made to a constant 1/72 scale. All models qre designed with
the same skill and attention to details so that a large and varied collection can be built up. Each model is true to scale and real-
istic in relationship to all other models.




practised before cementing together.

Fuselage, Crew & Armament Assembly
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s recommended thot the instructions and exploded view are studied ond the assembly
If it is wished to point internal details such os

crew, turrets and cockpit interiors, this is best done before assembly.

1.

2,

13.

14,
15.

Insert the two large vertical nose windows into locating heles in the nose of the left
and right halves of the fuseloge so that the surrounds project inside fuselage halves,
cement in place, opplying cement to the window surround only (1-4).

In the some way cement in place the six norrow rectangulor lower windows three in
each lower fuseloge half (5-10).

Again in the same way cement in place six of the bosic windows, three in each of the
fuseloge holves, the remaining two basic windows are cemented to the detachable
waist windows (11-20).

Cut out and cement printed instrument panel to top and inside of forward bulkhead
then cement the control wheels into the locating holes in the ponel (21, 22 & 23).
Cement pilot seats to locating holes in cockpit floor, then cement pilots to seots (24
-28).

Cement smaller tab on cockpit floor into small slot ot rear of forward cockpit bulk-
head, instrument console on floor, fitting ogainst ongled baock section of bulkhead.
Cement small tab on undercarriage bay floor into lower slot at recr of forward cock-
pit bulkhead (29).

Cement remaining tabs on cockpit ond undercarrioge bay floors into upper and lower
slots in aft cockpit bulkhead.

Moke sure (raised bosses on bulkhead are facing forword, see illustration.) (30).
Apply o drop of cement to stub oxle on nose wheel leg and press nose wheel on to
axle Nw._. aond 32).

Lay pivot bor ot top of nose wheel assembly into recess in rear of nose wheel re-
tainer, wheel on left side (33).
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plote, apply cement to projecting ends of pins only (34)

Cement tab at top of czn_onnm:.mana bay plate into slot at rear ”..,__._n_ JE—OB of under-
carrioge bay floor, at same time insert, but do not cement locating pins on each end
of nose wheel doors into locating holes at bottom of forward cockpit bulkheod and
undercarrioge boy plate _noi:a doors free to move. Set completed assembly aside
to dry (35 & 36).

Press pivot pin of left n93e gun theough gunner’s hands and cement right
projecting pin (37, 38 & 39). 1S SURE NGO CEMENT COMES INTO CONTA
GUNNER.,

Locate and cement PiN ©N NOSe gunner into hole in nose turret bose (40).

Corefully locate ond cemMeENt turrey transparency 1o turret bose, guns protruding be-
ST T eransparancy (4 1)
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INSTRUCTIONS

Cement nose turret pivot pin into ring recess below turret base.

aside to dry (42).

v_nnern:uaumamn_ :wtn- —Ewa-m:_aﬁnnnm—.n:—gn
form, note that rib on platform is uppermost. DO NO

Set assembly

ening in mid t t plat-
CEMENT (43 b dd). 0
Place top upper turret platform over turret and carefully cement locating
neath into locatin
SURE NO CEMEN
TO TURN.

Press pivot pin of right mid upper gun, (with small boss) through gunner's hands and
cement left gun on to projecting pin. BE SURE NO CEMENT COMES INTO CON-
TACT WITH GUNNER (46, 47 & amw

Locate and cement pin on mid upper gunner into hole in gunner's seat inside mid
upper turret.

.r.
holes, and to top of rib on turret base bottom platform u.w_uu. m_am
COMES INTO nmz._.bn”._. WITH TURRET 50 THAT IT IS FREE
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base. Set aside to dry (49).

Cement ball turret gunner into transparent bottom half of turret, then cement one of
the plain guns into each of the locating slots in transparency ﬁm.ui.muu.

Engage and cement silver ball turret top to bottom and allow to dry (54).

When turret is quite dry clip the ball turret pivet mechanism on to turret, the pins
on the pivot engaging in holes on turret sides, set aside to dry (55).

Pass projecting shoft on pivet mechanism through hole in turret rest ensure boss on
platform is uppermost then cement ball turret retaining bush to projecting pin at end
of shaft (56 and 57).

Press, do not cement, projecting pins on the waist guns into locoting holes in waist
gun mountings then cement small rectangular locating studs on the waist gun mount-

ings into the rectangular recesses in boxes beneath woist window cpenings on left
and right fuseloge halves (58-61).

Position and cement tabs on waist gunner's feet between locating ribs on fuselage
floor in line with waoist windows on left and right fuseloge holves (62 and 63),

Press pivot pi h nner's hands and t left gun on to project-
e pin BE SURE W0 BN T COMES IN CONTACT WITH GUNNER (64, 65, 6.

Locate and cement pin of rear gunner into hole in turret base (67).

Carefully locate and cement turret transparency to turret base guns protruding be-
tween slots in transparency (68).

Cement rear turret pivot pin into recess in boss below turret base.

Set assembly oside to dry (69).
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@ Suggestied Color sCcheme

OLIVE GREEN DARK GRAY

NOTE: If it is wished to paint the model it should be
done at this stoge, using the color scheme ond the
painting notes for smaller details.

Apply transfers: First cut the sheet into fourteen separate subjects., Then dip each
in warm water for a few minutes and slide off backing into position shown on
illustration,

Large black D to right upper wing

Small black Ds ot top ond on cuter side of left and right fins

White serial numbers below Ds, white H below numbers

Groy letter C.1. either side of fuselage to rear of woist window. Small blue end white
insignia either side of fuseloge just below ond slightly chead of waist windows. The
remaining blue ond white U.S, insignia on top of left wing ond beneath right wing
Aircraft name to display stand.

OLIVE GREEN Upper surfaces
DARK GRAY Under surfoces
MATT BLACK Tires propellers engine fronts machine guns,

FOR REPLACEMENT OF PARTS send name of kit, name and number of parts, together with
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